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Adventure Is Out There! 

By: Jozlynn Randall 

Adventure Seekers are back at it again with a trip into the great out-

doors. This year’s trip involved camping, hiking, fire building, rain, and raccoons. 

For the last few years at Banner County School, the Adventure Seekers Club has 

been planning excursions on Optional Enrichment Fridays to test their survival 

skills. In order to go on this trip, students had to attend OEF sessions to prepare 

themselves for this adventure. This year’s trip was to Medicine Bow Peak also 

known as the Browns Peak Loop in the Snowy Range Mountains. 

On August 19th, seven students and three sponsors began their journey 

that would involve two nights of tent camping and backpacking 13.75 miles in 

the Snowy Range Mountains. During this trip, each student had his or her favor-

ite moment, but as a group the highlights involved: building a fire with only flint 

and steel, tent camping in cold weather, backpacking, enjoying the outdoors, 

and meeting Howard the Raccoon. 

 Now, Howard the Raccoon was not found randomly on a hike, but this encoun-

ter left an impact on our Adventure Seekers. “The first night we stayed in the 

campground and there was a lady in the campsite next to us. She had her camper trail-

er, a dog, and well, the next thing you know, we saw a raccoon jump out of her camp-

er. The students asked if they could pet the raccoon and the camper happily intro-

duced Howard the Raccoon to our Adventure Seekers,” stated Mrs. Gifford.  

An important skill our Adventure Seekers have learned from their various trips 

has been to be prepared. This is extremely beneficial, especially in the down pouring 

rain. “These trips show that our students are capable of doing more than 

they think they can. For some of them that was the longest hike they have 

ever hiked in their life, and they all were great, they didn’t have any trou-

ble and did not complain,” stated Mrs. Gifford.  Thanks to our encourag-

ing sponsors, Mr. and Mrs. Gifford and Mrs. Boettcher, our Wildcats are 

able to test their skills and experience memorable trips that will have a 

lasting impact on their lives. Until the next adventure, keep on exploring! 
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Its Time To Flip The Thinking Switch! 
By Travis Onstott 

It’s time to turn on your thinking caps for the Nebraska State Fair! Makynna Boettcher, Kody 

Carpenter, Logan Mason, and Shawnie Mason traveled to Grand Island, Nebraska, at the end of August 

to participate in a variety of challenges to “test” their intellect. Banner County School has been sponsor-

ing students at the Nebraska State Fair for many years. According to our State Fair sponsor, Mrs. Olsen, 

“It’s a challenging competition, it’s academic, and it’s fun.” Students who attend the State Fair are se-

lected based on their academic scores.  

While at the State Fair, these students tested their skills in subjects such as math, science, 

spelling, and grammar while participating at a Quiz Bowl competition, but that wasn’t all. These stu-

dents also had a more hands-on competition of cupcake decorating in which Shawnie Mason placed 

2nd and Makynna Boettcher placed 4th. When our students 

weren’t busy at the competitions, they enjoyed walking around 

the fairgrounds, taking in the sights, trying the foods, and go-

ing on the rides. According to all of the students, spending 

time with their friends was one of the best parts beside the 

competitions. We are proud of this year’s State Fair participants 

and congratulations to the students who placed. 

Cats Committed - Leading the Way 
Do you have strong leadership skills? Are you trying to make a positive change around the school? 

Well if you answered yes to either of those questions, you should try to join Cats Committed. This group of 

students are selected by teachers and coaches based on their strong leadership skills. In order to be nomi-

nated, students must have a GPA of 2.33 (C+) and they must be committed to staying drug and alcohol-

free.  

 Students who meet all of these requirements then collaborate to brainstorm ways of passing on 

these leadership skills to the rest of the student body. This year’s Cats Committed group includes: Nathan 

Clement, Riley Jones, Adam Knaub, Isaac Olsen, Brendyn Onstott, Jacob Parsons, and Andie West. Each of 

these students participates in extracurricular activities such as athletics, speech, band, and One Act. The 

Cats Committed students show that you can be a student athlete, teammate, and classmate who has strong 

morals. 

  In order to encourage other students to take the “high road,” Cats Committed sponsors activities 

throughout the school year, but their most common events are games during Wildcat Pride. The Wildcat 

Pride games are used to encourage students to come to school prepared with their homework completed, 

otherwise they can’t join in the games. This is just one way that our Cats Committed students are leaving a 

positive mark on Banner County School.  
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  Returning to the Gridiron  By Wyatt Onstott 

 The crowds are roaring! The stands are shaking! What is happening? It 

is Banner County cheering for the team, but not just any team, it’s for the high 

school football team. The team is getting hyped for this year's season and eve-

ryone is just as excited. As the grass flies with the sweat dripping down their 

brows, this team is slowly improving by getting faster, stronger, and wiser. This 

is all from the side lines though. What is it like for the players and coaches on 

the field?  

 The team comes out everyday, dedicated and ready to work. Most of the team have been here for 

the past 2 years, giving them the experience they need to be competitive. They strive to get better so they 

can be the best they possibly can.  However, they need to work on coming together as a team more, along 

with executing plays, and being mentally tough. A common goal for this year’s team is to win a game or 

two and to continue to improve everyday with every practice and game. This team wants to reach their full 

potential.  

 Coach Jones is quite pleased with how this year’s team has been improving. For Coach Jones, after 

coaching for 33 years, he still enjoys the game of football. His desire to pass on the knowledge of the sport 

that he knows all too well to the next generation is a big driving point for him. He understands the im-

portance of sports and how it can bring out the true potential of the athlete.  As 

Coach Jones puts it, “It’s important for everyone to take part in all sports because 

it makes you a well rounded person. It teaches you leadership skills, teamwork 

skills you will use in the real world, and it teaches you how to deal with adversity.” 

Sports are important to our community and it brings us all together.  

 Congratulations to the football team on winning their homecoming foot-

ball game against the Minatare Indians from the Banner County community. We 

are all so very proud of you guys! We can’t wait to see what the team will accom-

plish this season and we hope the team reaches their goals. LET’S GO WILDCATS!  

Going the Distance  By Travis Onstott 

The ground shakes as the group of runners from schools all across the panhandle stride across the 

golf courses in hopes of completing this challenging and lengthy race. Under the guidance of coach Kari 

Gifford, our Wildcats are training to push past their limits and strive to be the best. The sole high school 

cross country runner this year is junior Nate McGowan. Joining him from the junior high team is a group of 

fresh 6th graders: Reece Kaminski, Luke Olsen, and George Teeple. 

 One thing all of these students have in common is their determination to run great distances.  The 

high school cross country runners generally run 3.1 miles, while the junior high races vary from 1.5 miles to 

1.8 miles. Building up the runners’ endurance is a main focus each season, but also to see improvement. “It 

doesn’t matter where you start, it’s where you end,” stated Coach Gifford. We wish our Wildcat runners the 

best of luck as they continue to push through the exhaustion and beyond their limits! 

mailto:wyatt.onstott@bcswildcats.org
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  Hustle, Hit, and Never Quit   

By Wyatt Onstott 

 Jumping, spiking, digging, cheering, team spirit, popcorn? What kind of 

sport is this? It’s volleyball of course. Everyone is excited to see the girls play this 

season. As the net gets raised, the volleyball girls' spirits begin to rise along with it, 

higher than the net, higher than their jumps, higher than the ceiling. The passion, 

the drive, the crowd—all of this is from just the thought of winning games. It’s cra-

zy to think about how much work the girls have put in before their first games. 

These girls are ready for the challenge and they won’t and don’t back down. What 

is driving them? What makes them decide to push so hard? How is their coach 

helping them push past that limit? Let’s find out! 

 Coach Boettcher is glad to be guiding the team this season. She says vol-

leyball was a huge part of her high school career and she wants to impact others 

the way her coaches impacted her. It seems as though her wish is coming true. The 

team perseveres through every challenge they get faced with and get better as a 

result of it. They do however, seem to struggle with some of the fundamentals of 

the sport and need to have more mental toughness to grow competitively. The 

team is not perfect, but they have the goal of improving, each and every day so 

they can find their full potential, becoming the most competitive they possibly 

can be. 

  Volleyball is a sport where you need great communication skills because 

if you don’t, someone might take a volleyball to the face. As Coach Boettcher puts 

it, “Team sports are important because they teach athletes how to overcome ad-

versity as well as work with others during challenging situations. This in turn de-

velops team working skills that the students will use in the future.” This is true, 

each team sport has different fundamentals and ways to outplay the other team, 

but they all have challenges that not one person can overcome. Rather, the entire 

team needs to overcome it and with that there is growth.  We are eager to see 

our Lady Wildcats continue to grow as a team during their busy volleyball season. 

Thank you to all who came out to support the school and teams for this 

year’s homecoming celebrations. Check out the school’s Facebook page to 

see pictures of the dress-up days and competition challenges.  

Congratulations  

Wyatt Onstott and Makayla Woolington 

 on being crowned  

Homecoming King and Queen! 



Technology Update 
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 Hello Parents, Patrons of Banner County School, and Community Members!  My name is Mr. Hellman 

and I am the District Network Administrator at Banner County School.  I wanted to give you a little infor-

mation regarding what is going on in the technology world at BCS. 

 This school year brings many new updates, upgrades, and changes for our school’s technology. One 

of the most noticeable upgrades this year is new computer bags. Goodbye to the oversized and cumbersome 

blue cases. Hello new, sleek, and slim hard case computer bags or for the high school students, back-

packs.  As we continue to replace older computers, we were able to purchase new laptops for the juniors and 

sixth graders.  To ensure our students and staff are protected online, we have upgraded our anti-virus soft-

ware as well. We are continuing our use of Canvas for classroom instruction to get the most out of the tech-

nology provided to students. This program is especially helpful for students who are absent because it allows 

the student to see what they missed that day. Also students can now see Announcements, Assignments, and 

Discussions on their computers, at school or home.  The final technology update that enhances student learn-

ing is the Clear Touch Interactive Display which is now installed in any classroom that requires it.  This allows 

for some great visual representations, sounds, and activities to be used during instruction time.  We are con-

tinuing to look into new and innovative ways to use these screens and I will keep you updated on this as we 

move forward.     

 One area I would like to draw your attention to is in regards to Digital Citizenship.  We had a presen-

tation over this topic on September 14th for students in grades 4-12.  However, we have already begun edu-

cating students on this topic.  Common Sense Media produces some great lesson plans in this area and stu-

dents as young as Pre Kindergarten will have the opportunity to learn about how to be a digital citizen.  Stu-

dents have already been instructed on topics such as Media Balance & Well-Being, Privacy & Security, Digital 

Footprint & Identity, Relationships & Communication, Cyberbullying, Digital Drama & Hate Speech, and 

News & Media Literacy.  These topics come from Common Sense Media and are broken down into multiple 

lessons that give students an opportunity to fully explore each.  Common Sense Media also has a page for 

parents.  I will be sending handouts home from time to time, but if you would like to check out the features, 

such as movie, book, and game reviews, feel free to do so at commonsensemedia.org. 

 The last bit of technology related news is about our school’s newest team, the eSports team. The team 

is going into its second year and we are officially members of the Nebraska Schools Esports Association 

(NSESA)!  We will compete in three different games this fall, two in the winter, and three in the spring.  These 

competitions will be online against teams from across the state.  I am currently working with other confer-

ence eSport coaches on the possibility of having a MAC competition.  We are hoping to open this up to mid-

dle school students during OEF as the year progresses.  Our team will be sponsoring the concession stand for 

our September 30th home volleyball and football games against Creek Valley.  We plan to have a potato bar, 

loaded nachos, hot dogs, hamburgers, and some sweet treats.  You will not want to miss this!  

 I would also like to add a special thank you to our parents/guardians for helping with getting all of the 

laptop contracts signed and returned in such a quick timeframe.  We only had a couple turned in past the 

due date and that is thanks to your great support of our school!  

http://www.commonsensemedia.org/
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SUPPORT OUR WILDCAT READERS 

 Banner County students K-12 are continuing the AR Reading incentive program and we need your 

support!  Accelerated Reading (AR) is a student-level program where students read books at their individual 

reading ability and take assessments over those books to earn points. As they earn points, they will earn in-

centives at various point levels. By supporting our students, you are encouraging them to read and therefore 

laying a path of success for our Wildcat students’ future! Your donation will help fund prizes for our students 

to earn as they put time and effort into reading. 

 

If you feel inclined to support our students please send donations of any amount by October 31, 2022 to:  

Banner County Schools 

P.O. Box 5 

Harrisburg, NE 69345 

*Please make checks payable to Banner County Schools MEMO: AR Donation 

Reading is a vital aspect of learning. Please encourage your student to be reading at home!  

THANK YOU for your support! 

A Moment of Recognition 

 I am proud to say that I am a graduate of Banner County School.  I am currently a Director for the 

National Association of Local Boards of Health.  I work with and assist many health directors and boards 

of health throughout the United States.  I recently assisted in the preparation for our National Conven-

tion that we held the first week of August at Grand Rapids, Michigan.  

 Marie Parker, of Banner County School, was chosen from the many applications for presentations 

that we received. Marie gave a presentation on “What Public Health Has Meant in Remote Rural Areas”.  

Many health professionals attended her presentation.  It was so great to have someone representing ru-

ral Nebraska. Throughout our convention, I had a 

chance to get to know Marie and her husband 

Rick.  The students and staff of Banner County 

School are in such good hands with the care and 

assistance of Marie Parker.   

 

Thank you Marie Parker for the work you do for 

the community of Banner County and the Panhan-

dle Public Health District. 

 

Kirk J. Van Pelt 

Director 

National Association of Local Boards of Health  Pictured left to right:  Kirk J. Van Pelt, Dr. Ellen Burnett 
(Kentucky Board of Health), Marie and Rick Parker.  
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Dr. Evelyn Browne, BOE Secretary 
September 12, 2022 
 
Awards and Recognitions 

President Johnson commended the following students and staff: 
-Marie Parker, School Nurse - presented at the National Association of Local Boards of Health Convention in Grand Rapids, Michigan in 
August. Her presentation was titled "What Public Health Has Met in Remote Rural Areas." 
-Students who participated at State Fair: Makynna Boettcher, Kody Carpenter, Logan Mason, Shawnie Mason. Results: Shawnie Mason 
- 2nd Place Cupcake Decorating; Makynna Boettcher - 4th place Cupcake Decorating 
-All of the Banner County School students who participated in the Kimball-Banner 4H Fair: 
Kody Carpenter: 9 Blue, 6 Red, 9 Purple, Archery - Grand Champion 
Bailie Gilbert: 1 Blue, 2 Purple 
Helen  Hein: 1 Blue, 1 Purple 
Marie Hein: 2 Blue, 3 Purple, Meat Goat Rate of Gain - Grand Champion 
Riley Jones: 1 Blue, 3 Purple, Rabbit Showmanship - Reserve Champion 
Isaac Olsen: 3 Blue, 2 Red, 11 Purple, Archery - Grand Champion, Beef Showmanship - Reserve Champion. 
Luke Olsen: 2 Red, 3 Blue, 7 Purple, Archery - Grand Champion, Rate of Gain - Grand Champion 
Tate Olsen: 1 Blue, 2 Purple 
Trace Olsen: 3 Blue 
Jaspen Vrbas: 14 Blue, 3 Red, 17 Purple, Photography - Grand Champion, Portfolio Pathways - Reserve Champion, Clothing - Grand 
Champion, Poultry Showmanship - Reserve Champion, Market Lamb - Reserve Champion, Oregano - Reserve Champion 
Andie West: 1 Red, 3 Blue, 2 Purple 
Austin West: 3 Blue, 3 Purple, Welding Article - Grand Champion 
Adopt Budget, Fiscal Year 2022-2023 
Adopt the following Budget for Fiscal Year 2022-2023: General Fund Budget: $5,100,882; Depreciation Fund Budget: $419,937; Em-
ployee Benefit Fund Budget: $110,983; School Nutrition Fund Budget: $196,294; Special Building Fund Budget: $548,360. TOTAL 
BUDGET: $6,446,655 and UNUSED BUDGET AUTHORITY: $19,717. Passed with a motion by Bret Jeffries and a second by Laura Baker. 
Approve Tax Request Resolution, Fiscal Year 2022-2023 
Approve the District's Tax Request for the 2022-2023 school fiscal year: the General Fund is set at $2,657,822, Tax levy .857 and the 
Tax Request for the Special Building Fund is set at $50,505, Tax levy .016. The total tax levy will be $.873 per $100 of assessed value. 
Passed with a motion by Douglas Olsen and a second by Bret Jeffries. 

-Complete Minutes of all BOE meetings can be accessed at: www.bcswildcats.org 

Come & Get it! 
The BCSF Community  

Calendar  
has arrived! 

Pre-ordered calendars can be picked up in the Main office 
during the regular school day. Calendars can also be picked 
up during home sport events. See Dr. Browne. 

Computers for Sale 

HP ProBooks (2015 - 15.6” screen) and HP 
Streams (2017 - 11.5” screen) for sale. 
These are retired student computers with a 
lot of life left in them! Great back-up com-
puter for home or office. Both have Win-
dows 10 installed. Sold “as is” - Price: $100 



Banner County School 
P.O. Box 5 
Harrisburg, NE 69345 
 

CURRENT RESIDENT or PO BOX 
 
HARRISBURG, NE 69345 

Visit our new Wildcat Gear Online Shop through the Quick Links menu on our school web-

site or go to: https://shop.game-one.com/nebraska/harrisburg/banner-county-wildcats 

Our online shop will be available year round and 24/7.  Order from a large selection of 

items, pay online, and items will be delivered directly to you.  Ten percent of proceeds 

come back to the school.    

Sept. 19-26 During school day 
Sept. 22 Parent Conference Hours:  
8:00 am - 12:45 pm  
2:00 pm - 5:00 pm 
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm  
 
All purchases through the Book Fair benefit 
our school. Thanks for supporting our kids! 
Happy reading! 


